
�And God said, �Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, 
and let dry land appear.�  And it was so� (Genesis 1:9).

�And he was afraid, and said, �How awesome is this place!  This is none other than 
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven� (Genesis 28:17).

�Every place on which you set foot shall be yours; your territory shall extend from 
the wilderness to the Lebanon and from the River, the river Euphrates, to the 
Western Sea� (Deuteronomy 11:24).

�For the Lord has chosen Zion; he has desired it for his habitation� (Psalm 132:13).

�Go now to my place that was in Shiloh, where I made my name dwell at � rst, and 
see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel� (Jeremiah 7:12).

�Yet the number of the people of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which can 
neither be measured nor numbered; and in the place where it was said to them, 
�You are not my people,� it shall be said to them, �Children of the living God� (Hosea 
1:10).

The Bible passages above are about place.  Not just any old place, but the place 
where God likes to show up.  In the Christian tradition, a place is important.  God 
often chooses the physical peculiarities of a place and then chooses to communicate 
something utterly unique to a people that have become bored with, complacent 
about, or abusive toward, those features. 
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continued from page 1

As far as LATAH VALLEY is concerned, our place includes a shimmering and historic creek.  Cornelius 
Abeyta, the former owner, refers to it with a sense of awe and wonder.  His eyes light up as he speaks 
about the rainbow trout, the deer, the fox and the moose that stood just outside of their bathroom 
window.  The future site of our congregation�s worship and ministry also brims with the following:  tall 
grasses, ancient rocks, deciduous trees, soaring pines, steep slopes and spacious meadows�

Currently two structures exist on the property.  One is a spacious and immaculate home, which we 
intend to use for of�ces, hospitality, seminars and small group training.  The other is a workshop, which 
may be easily transformed into a youth center.   There�s no telling what the future facility will look like, 
but as we grow as a community, our intention will be to build into the land�to submit to its God-given 
personality and to complement what is truly a beautiful gift.  Members of the THRESHOLD GROUP 
expressed their dreams of camp�res, meditation benches, vegetable gardens, hiking trails and more�  
All this will be received in the Spirit in which this place has come to us.  LATAH VALLEY will never 
foster a sense of isolationism or us against the world mentality.  We will live from  this locale as sent 
sowers of the word.  And when we become tired or frustrated the ugly stuff that we may encounter, 
there will always be this sancti�ed place to call home.   

Look for us to re-locate our main of�ce from West Third Avenue to 202 East Meadow Lane Road by 
September, 2007.  You�re welcome anytime.

Walking through the future site 
of LATAH VALLEY.

The THRESHOLD GROUP 
gathering at the site.
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At Latah Valley we have two functioning groups.  One is known as THRESHOLD, with an emphasis on fellowship, 
biblical re�ection and mission.  The other is HOSPITALITY, which is a group that helps to welcome people into 
the life and ministry of the newly forming congregation.  In addition to these gatherings, however, there is a 
nebulous entity known as THE CORE.  

The Core is that original group of pioneers who give themselves to the vision of Latah Valley before it actually 
launches its �rst BIG WORSHIP on Sunday, December 9, 2007.  The Core includes those who now participate 
in THRESHOLD and HOSPITALITY.  Why is The Core important?  Studies have shown that for every person in 
The Core, a new church we can expect ten others who feel acknowledged, known and warmly appreciated during 
the initial weeks.  The Core therefore plays a pivotal role in the size and atmosphere of the church as it grows 
in maturity.  If for example we have 30 active people, generously offering themselves and their spiritual gifts, 
we may have 300 others who begin to trust what God�s Spirit is doing among us.  If we have 10 active people, 
serving in The Core, we still rejoice and do our best.  But if 300 people show up at the �rst worship celebration, 
those ten folks are going to be overwhelmed with the needs and hopes that walk through the door.

So, in an effort to spur on healthy growth in The Core, Pastor Scott Kinder-Pyle has written letters to mature 
members of established congregations nearby.  Here�s an excerpt or two from this correspondence:

At any rate, with the permission of the Session at First Pres., I am writing to ask you to consider an amazing 
proposal.   How would you and your family like to help LATAH VALLEY get off the ground?  Before scof�ng 
at the idea of why you or anyone in an established congregation would want to do such a thing, please ponder the 
history of the �rst century church as it�s recorded in the Acts of the Apostles and in the Letters of the Apostle Paul.   

My favorite example comes from Romans 15:23�24, where we read how this infamous planter of churches, wrote 
to the ekklesia in Rome:  “But now, with no further place for me in these regions, I desire…to come to you 
when I go to Spain.  For I do hope to see you on my journey and to be sent on by you, once I have enjoyed 
your company for a little while.”   In this text, Paul writes to the Roman Christians, asking for their support on his 
way to do ministry in Spain.  Of course, from Acts 28 and elsewhere, we know that the apostle never made it that 
far west.  And yet, from verse 15, what�s clear is how the �believers� from that established group of house churches 
truly gave him courage� So what about you?

			 
	 Latah Valley aspires to reach a generation that has largely gone missing among the vast majority of 
	 mainline denominations across the country.  There are a variety of reasons for this development, but it
 	 is the hope the Hamblen Park Session that the new Latah Valley Church will offer an alternative for 
	 connecting people in their twenties and thirties as well as their kids.  What if we could do church in a 
	 way that captured the imagination of more of your peers?  What if we could form a fellowship that 
	 energized young parents and made missionary memories for their toddlers and teens?  

With these questions twisting in the wind, we invite you and your family to consider a stint of service with 
Latah Valley.  It could be one or two years.  It could be for a lifetime.  Whatever you choose (with God�s help)�we 
need bright, mature and creative people of your generation.  Your roles and responsibilities would vary according 
to your spiritual gifts.   But one thing is for certain:  you would be in on the ground �oor of a newly forming 
community of faith in Christ.  You would be there to shape the vision and to chart a course for the future.

During the summer months we pray for the growth of THE CORE, not because we�re desperate or 
worried about the future of Latah Valley, but because Jesus has clearly sent us to serve and to bear 
witness�and a new church is one of the best and most exciting ways to do just that.

CORE STRATEGY:  HEALTHY GROWTH

Scott
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SUMMER
READING

LIST
As leisure activities go, not everyone likes to read.  Reading can be hard work.   And let�s face it�some 
words are not worth the wear and tear they in�ict upon the optical nerve.  So, it�s important to know your 
limit.  Or better yet, it�s important to get some recommendations.

Now, for those who are even mildly curious about the newly forming congregation of LATAH VALLEY, 
there�s good news.  Great news, really.  There are several books that pertain to our efforts to share the love 
of Jesus Christ, and these would be appropriate to read on a beach, in a cabin, along the trail or even amid 
the bustling crowd of your favorite watering hole.  Before we recommend them, however, let�s run through 
the standard fare that you may have already perused.  Barbara Samuels has written Aloha, Dolores for the 
Pre-K contingent.  Bug Muldoon:  The Garden of Fear is a lovely book by Paul Shipton for the Elementary 
School set.  Cherie Bennett recounts the story of Anne Frank and Me for Middle-Schoolers� And then we 
come to the rest of us.  Are we banished to the likes of Dan Brown, J.K. Rowling, John Grisham, Tom Clancy 
or Sandra Brown.  Are best-selling authors always the best use of our summer hours?  

Some might expect LATAH VALLEY folks to devour anything in the Left Behind series, but here we must 
issue an advisory caution.   Not all books, which are supposedly based on sacred scripture, are in fact 
healthy for one�s mind or soul.  Jerry Jenkins, who co-authored the series of 15 novels with Tim LaHaye, 
admits that his latest installment had been the most dif�cult to write.  Why?  Well, because once Jesus 
returns and establishes his Kingdom Come (which is the name of the book)�can there be any real drama?  
So, says Jenkins, �I had to quickly try to get to the end and say, okay, Satan is now loosed again.  He�s 
amassing an army.  He�s �ghting Jesus.  You have to have con�ict to have good �ction� [www.onthemedia.
org/transcripts/2007/04/06/04?].   This is actually a helpful insight into what makes for a best-selling book.  
Apparently, you simply manipulate your characters in such a way that stirs up the reader and compels him 
or her to search for resolution.  The problem for Jenkins is that he arrived at the Ultimate Resolution in the 
The Revelation to John, and then made the decision to embellish on it big time.  

I do not recommend anything in the Left Behind series primarily because I believe that Christians in the 
summer of 2007 are not meant to obliterate 2000 years of hope for the consummation that we have in 
Christ Jesus.  We do indeed hope for a Reign in which there will be no more suffering, no more sighing , nor 
death�and incidentally no more need for any church or temple.  Look that up in Revelation 21:22.  And 
while you�re reading, you may also want to explore the following:

�	 Simply Christian; Why Christianity Makes Sense, by N.T. Wright.
�	 The Missional Leader; Equipping Your Church To Reach A Changing World, by Alan J. Roxburgh and 

Fred Romanuk.
�	 More Ready Than You Realize; Evangelism As Dance In The Postmodern Matrix, by Brian 

McLaren.

If you have any trouble �nding these books at the stores or on-line, please let me know.  I would also be 
glad to discuss them with you.  Have a great summer read!

LATAH 

VALLEY’S




